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Celebrating 
Catholic Schools 
Sunday during 
Catholic Schools 
Week and Beyond…
The wonderful tradition of celebrating 
our Catholic Schools in a week-long 
series of activities and special festivities, 
has become a welcome feature on our 
annual calendar. Each of our schools has 
truly embraced the theme of Keeping 
god’s Children safe and they have 
extended this to include all of God’s 
people, all of the time. 

We are exceptionally proud of the 
special events, celebrations and activities 
arranged at all our schools, every one 
of them so thoughtfully designed to 
help learners and staff reach out in love 
and compassion, while respectfully 
upholding the dignity of people in our 
communities.

Marist Brothers Linmeyer Mass

Brescia House School

For the third year running, the Brescia House School Serviam girls handed out fresh-
from-the-oven Chelsea buns to passers-by. The girls braved the morning chill to greet 
pedestrians on their way to work and surprise them with the buns. Thank you again to 
Sloane Pick n Pay for donating towards this initiative, and especially to their staff who 
came in at 3am to bake the Chelsea Buns. There were a lot of happy faces as people 
made their way to work.

Assumption Convent

Fr Tony Daniels, parish priest at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Malvern, welcomed 
learners from Assumption Convent, Holy 
Rosary School, St Benedict’s College and 
Sacred Heart College to Mass on Catholic 
Schools Sunday.

Blessed Sacrament Parish, Malvern
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CBC Boksburg
CBC Boksburg was well represented by 
the boys who attended the 09:30 Mass at 
St. Dominic’s Parish Church in Boksburg. 
The young men participated confidently 
and enthusiastically in all aspects of the 
Mass, including proclaiming the Word, 
taking up the Collection, and presenting 
the gifts of bread and wine. The Primary 
School boys made up Prayer paper 
chains which decorated the Church 
fence. 

De La Salle Holy 
Cross College
St Charles Parish, 
Victory Park, had a good 
representation of learners 
from De La Salle Holy Cross 
College, who participated at Mass on 
Catholic Schools Sunday. The young 
people were proud to show off their 
school banner.

Dominican Convent School
Staff and Learners at Dominican 
Convent School explored what it meant 
to be “like a tree by the stream at DCS”. 
Their beautiful symbolic image of a 
cross made quite an impression as they 
stood together in the school garden.

Loreto Convent School
Loreto Convent School in Pretoria, had 
an inspirational fortnight celebrating 
Catholic Schools’ Week (15-21 May). 
All the children attended Mass on 
Sunday 6 May dressed in their full 
school uniform. Principal Mrs Suzette 
Truter was inspiring as she addressed 
the congregation at the Cathedral of 
the Sacred Heart. Together with other 
Catholic schools in Pretoria, learners 
were actively involved in Mass at St. 
Anne’s (Atteridgeville), at St. Raphael’s 
and St. Peter Claver (Mamelodi), and 
at St. Martin de Porres (Sunnyside). 
This allowed the different parish 
congregations to have a glimpse of 
what we do at our School Masses, and 
how we live our Catholic ethos. 

The learners and teachers also 
participated in various other activities, 
including:
l Hosting the inter-School Bible Quiz 

for 10 participating schools 
l	 Grandparents Day 
l	 Foundation Phase Sports Day at St. 

Paulus Pre-primary & Primary School 
l	 Grade 7 Mass

CBC Boksburg at St Dominic’s Parish

DLSHCC at St Charles

Holy Rosary School

Holy Rosary High School entered the 
2018 Festival of Excellence in Dramatic 
Arts (FIDA). The actresses and backstage 
crew did an outstanding job, performing 
The Mistress of Wholesome, a play by 
Jacob Appel, directed by matric pupil 
and actress, Taylor Sheffield. 

Dominican Convent School

Holy Rosary School First Communion 
Candidates

The school recently held its 
alumni Cocktail evening, 
welcoming back pupils from 
2008, 1998, 1988, and 1978. 
The evening was spent 
reminiscing and catching up.
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Marist Brothers Linmeyer
Cassidy anderson, a prefect in Grade 12 at Marist Brothers Linmeyer, read on 
Facebook about the plight of a young woman, whose house had burnt down, 
causing her to lose everything. Cassidy and her fellow prefects collected blankets, 
food and toiletries to help this young woman. Their kindness and generosity were 
deeply appreciated! 

On 6 June 2018, the whole school came together to celebrate their annual 
Champagnat Day Mass. The theme of the Mass centred on the life and work of the 
Marist Schools’ founder, St Marcellin Champagnat, who died on 6 June 1840.

The Grade 10 students held their outreach programme at school on 20 June, where 
they hosted 75 Grade 3 learners from the Lerato Educational Centre situated in the 
Jacksons Drift Squatter Camp. The Centre is run by Sister Helen Hartnett and the 
Salesian Sisters. The Grade 3s each built-a-bear under the watchful eye of their 
older “mentors” and the kind help of Mrs Newport from Creative Crafty. It was an 
immensely enjoyable experience, and the young grade 3 learners were thrilled to 
take their newly made friends home with them. All the funds needed to sponsor this 
event were raised by the learners and staff at Marist Brothers Linmeyer.  

Cassidy Anderson

Mass

Outreach to Lerato Educational Centre

Maryvale College
A special Mothers’ Tea was served in the beautiful surroundings of the school 
garden, while young learners were given a chance to express why they love being 
at a Catholic school.

St Teresa’s School

The ethos of Mercy, service and 
outreach was highlighted by young 
ladies from St Teresa’s School at Mass 
on Catholic Schools Sunday, celebrated 
at Immaculate Conception Parish, 
Rosebank. The school had special 
prayers led daily during Catholic 
Schools Week.
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McAuley House School

At McAuley House School, 
administrative and support staff were 
treated to an Appreciation Lunch which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all who 
attended. Learners served deliciously 
sweet, hot tea to their transport 
providers. Some beautiful artwork was 
displayed, which reflected the theme 
for Catholic Education this year.

Sacred Heart College 

As has become a Catholic Schools’ Week 
tradition, Sacred Heart College Primary 
celebrated with a Family Mass. Fr David 
Dryden highlighted the importance of 
family - where children find their roots, 
strengthened by a strong sense of 
belonging to a loving unit. On slipper 
Day, the children raised a few thousand 
rand to help others in need, but most 
importantly, they had the opportunity 
to reflect, with gratitude, on the many 
blessings they enjoy. 

At the grandparents’ Tea held in the 
Primary School on 13 June, Grade 5 
learners focused on a highlight of this 
term: the “When we were Ten” Box 
Project. This required learners, their 
parents and grandparents to recall and 
jot down things they liked or did when 
they were 10 years old, for example the 
songs they listened to; the food they 
enjoyed; a movie they watched; their 
favourite subject at school.  All the 
answers were collated and designed 
into a box project.  Parents and 
grandparents were invited to tea, where 
the children shared their experiences. 

Champagnat Day was remembered 
on 7 June as a wonderful day of 
celebrating in true “Sacred Heart” style, 
with a meaningful Mass celebrated 
by Fr Russell Pollitt SJ. Play Africa 
provided a playground for learners in 
grade one and those in the Three2Six 
project. In the high school, parents, 
grandparents and alumni of the school 
who are authors and poets, engaged 
the learners in a DEAR (Drop Everything 
and Read) session. There was also a 
lovely walk taken to the Observatory.

Three2six refugee Children’s 
education project’s 10th anniversary

Saturday 7 April marked the 10th 
Anniversary of the Three2Six Refugee 
Children’s Education Project, providing 

Champagnat Day Mass 7

3 hours of education to children 
who have not been accepted into 
mainstream schools in central 
Johannesburg. 580 children have 
graduated from the project and 
transitioned into mainstream schools 
since the project started, and today 300 
children are enrolled from grade R to 
grade 6 across the three campuses. 

As the project’s Founder and Director, 
Mr Colin Northmore, notes “It is not 
rocket science, but it is magic! We bring 
together empty classrooms, children who 
can’t get into school and teachers who 
can’t find work. We add some financial 
support from our partners and then we 
have a wonderful program that can help 
marginalised children access one of their 
fundamental human rights”.

Grandparents’ Tea

Slipper Day
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St Benedict’s College

St Benedict’s College and Holy Rosary 
School shared a participatory role at 
Mass on Catholic Schools Sunday at 
St Therese Parish, Edenvale. It has 
become customary for the parish 
priest, Fr Joe Leathem, to extend a 
special welcome and blessing to the 
young First Communion Candidates 
from both schools at this Mass.

St Catherine’s Convent, 
Florida

Some young ladies and their teachers 
from St Catherine’s Convent, made the 
school proud as they proclaimed the 
Word and led the Prayer of the Faithful 
at Mass in the parish of St John the 
Apostle, Florida on Catholic Schools 
Sunday. Their friendly faces were a 
welcome sight before and after Mass.

St Ursula’s School

For 9 days during their Catholic Schools 
(Three) Weeks, learners, staff and 
Ursuline Sisters prayed a Novena for the 
Culture of Life as [an impassioned plea 
rising up to God, the Creator and lover 
of life, from every Christian community, 
from every group and association, from 
every family and from the heart of every 
believer ~ Evangelium Vitae 100] 

At a Mother’s Day Tea, staff were 
pampered by learners who offered 
soothing hand and shoulder massages 
as a token of appreciation. A special 
event on the annual calendar is the 
Grade 12 Tea with the Sisters, where the 
young people who are about to leave 
school, are given the chance to chat 
to the Sisters, and learn more about 
Religious Life. As has become tradition, 
tea was also served to Transport 
Providers. St Ursula’s completed their 
celebration of Catholic Schools’ Week 
with a beautiful Mass for Africa Day.

St Benedict’s College Preparatory School 
First Communion Candidates

St Catherine’s Convent at St John the 
Apostle Parish, Florida

St Benedict’s and 
Holy Rosary School

Confirmation Candidates at St Ursula’s

Staff members enjoying a hand massage

A learner at her 
parish for Mass on 

Catholic Schools 
Sunday

A Winter Prayer 
From the rising of the winter sun to its setting, 
Scatter the darkness with the light of your 
love, 
                         O Shining One. 
Make me short on mean thoughts, 
and long on offers of words of comfort. 
Make me short on being driven, 
but long on paying attention. 
Make me short on focusing only on myself, 
yet long on looking beyond. 
Make me short of obsessive lists, 
and long on spontaneous acts of kindness. 
Make me short on mindless activity,
but long on time to reflect. 
Make me short on tradition as a habit, 
yet long on rediscovery and re-owning. 
Make me short on rushing and tiring, 
but long on walking and wondering. 
Make me short on false, festive jollity, 
and long on stilling and rooted joy. 
Make me short on guilt, 
but long on being merciful to myself. 
Make me short on being overwhelmed, 
and long on peacableness as I set forth this 
day. 

From The Celtic Wheel of the Year 
by Tess Ward

Tea with Transport Providers
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Grade 11 Masses
The Cathedral of Christ the King was 
the pilgrimage site for our grade 11 
learners for their annual Grade 11 
Masses on 16 & 17 May. Learners from 
schools across Johannesburg spent 
the morning together in reverent 
prayer and song.  Dean Spiller led the 
singing at Mass, and then inspired the 
young learners with a vibrant session 
of Praise and Worship in the Cathedral 
Hall after lunch. Mrs Pauline Penny and 
the Marimba group from St Dominic’s 
in Boksburg also contributed to the 
beautiful music. The two Mass days 
included a joyful celebration of the 
memorial crosses that had made their 
way between schools over the past 
months, giving the grade 11s the 
opportunity of socialising and meeting 
fellow learners from other schools.

Fr Teboho Matseke and Fr Thabo 
Mothiba, celebrating with Fr Mokesh 
Morar, challenged the young people 
to live out the 2018 Catholic Education 
theme for this year, by looking out for 
each other, but more importantly, by 
taking good care of themselves. The 
grade 11s were reminded that they 
share the responsibility of Keeping 
god’s Children safe...whether by the 
things they say, or the manner in which 
they speak and act;  on social media, or 
the places they go;  and  through the 
company they keep, or the example 
they set!

Thank you to our grade 11 learners 
for their wonderful generosity. Their 
substantial donations of groceries, 
cleaning materials and money were 
gratefully received by the Sisters of 
Mercy and the Cathedral Outreach 
programmes.  

Our special thanks also goes to Dean 
Spiller for sharing his musical talent at 
our Masses over the years. We wish him 
every blessing as he heads off 
to Rome in July, for a time of 
vocational discernment and 
spiritual direction.

Fr Teboho Matseke Fr Thabo Mothiba Fr Mokesh Morar

Dean Spiller

Readers

Donations
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De La Salle Holy Cross to St Teresa’s Maryvale to McAuley house

St Catherine’s Germinston to St Benedicts

St Benedict’s to Holy Rosary

St Catherine’s Florida to De La Salle Holy Cross

Grade 11 Mass: 
Journey of the 
Pilgrimage Cross

St Dominics to St Catherine’s Germiston

Grade 11 Mass: 
Praise and Worship

Grade 11 Staff join in the singing
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Bible Quizzes
The St Augustine Bible Quiz for the 
Central Region was hosted by St 
Ursula’s School, Krugersdorp, on 19 
May. Mr Chris Reed, who organizes the 
Bible Quiz events, had this to say: “I don’t 
think I have enjoyed a Saturday this much 
in a long time. Thank you to St Ursula’s 
for hosting such a special event.  You 
are really a well-kept secret. The children 
really pulled out all the stops, and had 
done their part so well.  It was a pleasure 
to see the concentration on their faces as 
they tried to think of the correct answers. 
We can only pray that it will be of benefit 
to them as they go through life, knowing 
a little of the Word of God.”

In the East Rand, St Benedict’s College, 
Bedfordview hosted the St Jerome 
Bible Quiz on 25 and 26 May. All 
the children who participated were 
thoroughly prepared and conducted 
themselves beautifully. Special thanks 
to the Benoni Chapter of the Knights of 
Da Gama, who donated prize money.

Congratulations to Chris for his excellent 
organization, the host schools and their 
staff, and to participating schools for 
another spectacular Bible Quiz event!

Participants from Holy Rosary School

Assumption Convent

Sr Mirriam Senatsi with 
learners from Mayfair 

Convent School
St Matthew’s Secondary Sr Diane Granger chats to 

learners

Central Region Mr Chris Reed and Veritas College learners

Results of the St Augustine Bible Quiz:

primary school

position Team points

1st Mayfair Convent School 112

2nd St Matthews Primary School 109 

3rd St Matthews Primary School 99

high school

position Team points

1st St Matthews Secondary 155

2nd St Ursula’s School 143 

3rd McAuley House School 138

Results of the St Jerome Bible Quiz:

primary school

position Team points

1st Veritas College A 110

Joint 2nd St Benedict’s College A / 
St Dominic’s School A 103

high school

position Team points

1st Assumption Convent A 113

2nd St Catherine’s School B 106 

3rd St Benedicts College 103

Dr Deon Oerson from St Benedict’s College

? ? ? ?
? ? ?



Keeping God’s children safe
9

Child Safeguarding 
Training
A revised Policy Document for Child 
Safeguarding distributed by the 
Catholic Board of Education 
(CBE) has been sent to all 
Catholic schools. Together 
with our 2018 theme for 
Catholic Education – Keeping 
god’s Children safe – the 
policy places great emphasis on 
the development and formation of 
staff in Catholic schools, who bear the 
responsibility of protecting the young 
people in their care. 

On 29 May and 6 and 9 June, compulsory 
training workshops were held at Holy 
Rosary School, Holy Family College 
and Iona Convent, aimed at equipping 
Designated Child Safeguarding Persons 
(DCSPs) and heads of schools with the 
necessary information and valuable 
skills to be shared at their respective 
schools. At the second workshop, Dean 
Rundell from the Proactive Education 
Group, addressed issues of reporting on 
cases of child abuse and neglect.

All those who attended found the 
training informative and challenging. 
They now have the task of sharing 
this knowledge with staff at their own 
schools, with the support of the CSO.

DCSP Training Facilitators and Delegates

Mr Lenka Ramahali 
and Mrs Jacinta 

Lucas

Mr Peter Ross addressing delegates

Sr Francis Sheehy, Mrs Amalia Filiantris, 
Mrs Catherine Hamilton

School Visits
CSO Staff have covered many kilometres 
on their school visits. Both Mrs Eleanor 
Hough and Mrs Jenny Potgieter spent 
time in the south at Assumpta Primary 
School and Laura Vicuna Educational 
Centre and in the south-west at 
Immaculata Secondary, John Martin 
Primary, St Peter Claver Primary, St 
Matthew’s Primary, Lourdes Primary and 
St John Berchman Primary. They went 
to Emaromeni Primary and Dominican 
Convent School in the east, as well as 
to Holy Family College, St Theresa’s 
Convent School and De La Salle Holy 
Cross College in Johannesburg Central. 
The visits included Child Safeguarding 
Training, assistance with UMALUSI 
accreditation, and Religious Education 
guidance and validation.

Maths fundis at Emaromeni Safeguarding training at De La Salle

Mrs Florence Kganye celebrating a 
milestone birthday with Mrs Eleanor Hough

Sr Connie Khuele and learner at 
St Matthew’s PrimaryStaff at Laura Vicuna

Teacher and learners at St John Berchmans
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Growing Leaders
At the beginning of May, participants 
on the CSO Leadership Course met at 
De La Salle Holy Cross College for their 
second Module, Spirited Leadership, 
facilitated by Fr Russell Pollitt SJ and Dr 
Annemarie Paulin-Campbell from the 
Jesuit Institute.  

The next two modules of growing 
leaders 2018 were held at Koinonia 
Conference Centre, and facilitated 
by Dr Graeme Edwards, Head of the 
Preparatory School at St David’s Marist, 
Inanda.  

Participants grappled with Financial 
Management, Strategic Planning and 
Change Management in Module 3, 
and then discussed Perspectives on 
Educational Leadership in Module 
4. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
homely hospitality of Sr Jacqueline and 
her team.

An additional stand-alone programme 
focussing on Leadership Styles, was 
presented by Fr Hugh Lagan and held 
over two days at Koinonia Centre 
during May. This very valuable session 
was well attended by staff from schools 
in Johannesburg and Pretoria.

Dr Graeme Edwards Fr Russell Pollitt and Dr 
Annemarie Paulin Campbell

Participants at Module 2

Participants after Module 4

Fr Hugh Lagan presenting Leadership Styles

Pretoria Events
principals Forum

The Pretoria Principals’ Forum was held 
on 3 May. Most principals were able to 
attend the meeting, which had to be 
rescheduled due to the national strike 
that affected Hammanskraal. It was a 
good experience to have the meeting 
at Dominican School for the Deaf.

re seminar  

On 2 May RE Coordinators met 
for their Forum Meeting at 
Denis Adami Centre. About 25 
RE Coordinators and teachers 
were addressed by paul Faller 
from the CIE, who explored the 
interesting topic of the questions 
learners ask on the teaching of RE. A 
lesson presentation on  the RE Teachers’  
File was done by Myriam from St Paulus.

bible Quiz

Another successful Bible Quiz was 
hosted by Loreto Convent School on 
11 May, with all the primary schools  

participating. The level of commitment 
and hard work that learners and 
educators gave in preparation for this 
event was evident. It was uplifting to 
see young children from grades 6 and 7 
know the Bible as well as they do.

Foundation phase sport

Both the Netball and Soccer Festivals 
were great fun for little 

foundation learners from 
different schools. Their 
energy, spirit of unity 
and sense of belonging 
within the Catholic Schools 

network is seen in the 
way they engage with each 

another. The event took place on the 
17 May, hosted by CBC Mount Edmund 
and St Paulus.

grade 7 Mass

The Grade 7 Mass was held on 18 May 
at St Paulus Primary. All primary schools 
attended the solemn celebration, 
which was spiritually uplifting.

Foundation Day sport

Bible Quiz

RE Seminar
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Sports News

Winter Season 2018

Foundation Phase 

To date, only two events have been 
held in which the Foundation Phase 
has participated: chess and the Winter 
Festival (netball and soccer). An 
increased, and impressive, number of 
children played Chess at De La Salle 
Holy Cross Junior School and, as usual, 
a very large number of participants 
and supporters, from the fourteen 
participating schools, participated at 
Sacred Heart College for this special 
and fun day. Thank you to Julie Rodgers 
(DLSHCC) for returning to CSSC service 
and ensuring the netball ran smoothly.  

Primary School

Newly introduced netball and soccer 
events for grades 4, 5 and 6 probably 
put all our schools under considerable 
pressure on Saturday 19 May but the 
children LOVED the extra opportunity 
to participate in their favourite winter 
activities. Sincere thanks to all our 
host schools, particularly new-comers, 
Maryvale Prep, for being prepared to 
organise and host on behalf of all our 
schools.   

Also at primary school level, the u13 
netball and soccer festivals were 
split this year. The soccer took place 
at Veritas College and the netball at 
Brescia House. Both festivals were very 
well supported by our schools and, 
unfortunately, they were also disrupted 
by late withdrawals and late arrivals 
which continue to be a problem in our 
sports programme. Chess took place 
on Tuesday 29 May and continued to 
be well supported and perfectly hosted 
by De La Salle Holy Cross Junior School.  
The hall, including the stage area, was 
absolutely full. 

Cross Country took place at La Salle 
College on Saturday 2 June. Eight 
schools participated and there were 
some excellent performances during 
the morning.  Six schools participated 
in the girls’ hockey festival that was 
hosted on astro by Holy Rosary School 
on Saturday 2 June. 
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High School
The committee’s decision to move a 
couple of winter events to the end of 
March, to avoid the inevitable rain in 
May, had to be postponed, because of 
rain, which was very unfortunate for 
our visitors from Our Lady of Fatima 
School (Durban North). The winter 
season then got properly 
underway early in May with 
the open soccer festival at 
Sacred Heart College and 
the u14 and u15 netball 
festival at St Teresa’s School 
on Saturday 12 May.   Well 
done to the respective 
winning teams: St Dominic’s 
Convent (U14 and U15 
netball), Dominican Convent 
School (open girls’ soccer) and 
Maryvale College (open boys’ 
soccer). 

Brescia House agreed to host 
the u16 and open netball 
on Saturday 19 May, which was the 
same weekend as the open hockey 
that was played at the Randburg astro. 
The winning schools were Holy Rosary 
School (U16) and St Dominic’s Convent 
(Open). Open hockey was hosted by 
De La Salle Holy Cross College and the 
catering was organised by St Teresa’s 
School. Brescia House School won the 
girls section and St Benedict’s College 
won the boys section.  The U15 soccer 
tournament was cancelled as there 
were not sufficient entries for the 
postponed date. Cross Country took 
place on Saturday 2 June at La Salle 
College. It was well supported and 
organised. The winning schools were 
Assumption Convent (girls) and De 
La Salle Holy Cross College (boys). 

Final Season Programme:

Friday 26 October CSSC AGM (DLSHCC at 09h00)

Foundation Phase

Thursday 27 September Athletics

Friday 12 October  Tennis

Friday 2 November Swimming Gala  

Saturday 10 November Cricket

Primary School

Friday 14 September Athletics

Saturday 13 October Tennis

High School

Saturday 15 September Chess

Saturday 15 September U16 Basketball

Wednesday 26 September Athletics

Saturday 13 October Tennis

Sincere thanks to our 
committee member, Thabang 

rakgoale (Sacred Heart 
College), who has made a 

significant contribution in a 
short period of time. We wish 

him, and his family, much 
success and fulfilment as 

they venture to new teaching 
horizons in the Far East. 
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Tributes to 
our Retiring 
Principals
Sadly, the Catholic Schools Network 
in Gauteng is losing the collective 
expertise, experience and wisdom of 
four remarkable principals who have 
decided to retire and/or relocate at 
this time. We wish each of them every 
blessing for a future of hope, joy, some 
rest, and moments of great delight! 

Mrs amalia 
Filiantris

Mrs Amalia 
F i l i a n t r i s 
from Mayfair 
Convent has 

relocated to the 
UK to join her two 

daughters who are 
working and living there. 

She has, both as teacher and as principal, 
invested a great deal of time, energy 
and passion in Catholic Education. 
This was sincerely acknowledged at a 
heart-warming and beautiful Farewell 
Mass celebrated on 18 June. Members 
of staff, learners, guests and celebrants 
had a chance to express their gratitude 
and well-wishes in song, prayer and 
with gifts presented at the Offertory 
Procession.

She will be greatly missed, but we know 
that all the effort Mrs Filiantris put into 
her work will bear much fruit, both in her 
personal life, and in the life of Mayfair 

Convent School. 

Mrs Val 
Mclaren

S a n c t a 
Maria Junior 
School, in 

Vanderbijlpark, 
has had to say 

goodbye, but not 
farewell, to their 

beloved principal. Mrs Valerie McLaren, 
after 31 years of faithful and dedicated 
service to the school, has decided that 
it’s time to “slow down.” At a special 
assembly, held in her honour, about 
400 learners from Grade R to Grade 7 
were quiet as mice for about an hour 
and a half!! 

Mrs McLaren started at Sancta Maria 
as a substitute teacher in 1987. Thirty 
one years later, she leaves as principal. 
In that time she taught virtually 
everything, from Grade 1 to Grade 7. 
Her expertise ranged from Mathematics 
to manners, phonetics to fantasy play, 
choir mistress to comforter, paymaster 
to play director - all done with ever 
present decorum and wisdom from 
above. Under Mrs McLaren’s leadership 
and guidance, Sancta Maria went from a 
financially struggling school to a stable 
and viable one, where she will also be 
fondly remembered for her restorative 
justice mode of conflict resolution.

Mrs McLaren has been asked by the 
incoming principal, Mrs Elizabeth Crots, 
to stay on as Grade 7 Mathematics 
teacher, for an hour or two of teaching 
a day. 

Mrs Velda 
Davids

A person 
of integrity, 
Mrs Velda 
Davids from 
Mary Help of 
Christians Primary 
School in Booysens, 
is definitely going to be missed. With 
great dedication to her work, and with 
her gentle approach to both people 
and situations, Mrs Davids has always 
enjoyed an excellent relationship with 
her staff, the children and their parents.

She has set and maintained an 
exceptional model of leadership at 
the school, and she has worked hard 
to uphold the Catholic Ethos within 
the school, and the charism of the 
Salesians. Under her guidance, the 
teachers have always prepared and 
presented their lessons with great 
attention to detail. We are grateful for 
all the time Mrs Davids has spent at the 
school, working constantly to provide a 
solid educational base.

Mr simon Curtis

It is with a degree of 
sadness that St Benedict’s 
is to say goodbye to Mr 
Simon Curtis, Headmaster 
of the Preparatory School. 
The decision to move has 
not been easy, prompted 
by support for his wife, 

In Memoriam
Br Thomas Sheehy, a De La Salle Brother 
who served both at La Salle College and 
De La Salle Holy Cross College, died 
on 22 April at the Brothers’ House in 
Discovery, after a long illness. Br Thomas 
was an extremely loyal, committed and 
dedicated member of the Catholic 
Schools Board, who worked hard to 
ensure that the flame of faith always 
kept burning in our Catholic schools. As 
the CSO, we remember with fondness 
how he frequently brought us an 
apple tart whenever he arrived for 
meetings. And so we give thanks for 
his unstinting efforts in promoting 

Catholic education as we continue to 
hold the De La Salle Brothers in prayer. 

who has been offered a wonderful 
employment opportunity in the 
Netherlands. 

Since his appointment in 2015, Mr 
Curtis has had a marked impact 
on St Benedict’s. His influence and 
visionary style of leadership has 
extended well beyond the Preparatory 
School. His focus has always been 
firmly on the well-being of the boys, 
and his unwavering commitment to 
professional development initiatives 
for staff has allowed many to explore 
exciting and rewarding opportunities. 
He adroitly chaired the Academic 
Strategic Planning Committee that 
rolled out a new academic strategic 

plan at St Benedict’s,  
and he introduced the 
ACTIVE curriculum at the 
school. 

We wish Mr Curtis and 
his wife all of the very 
best as they prepare 
to explore this exciting 
new chapter in their 
lives abroad. 


